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Buddhisti, Cristiani, Indu, Gianisti e Sikh:

In dialogo e collaborazione
per rinnovare e riaccendere la speranza nei nostri tempi

MERCOLEDI 4 GIUGNO 2025
Aula Magna ~ Pontificia Universita Gregoriana

Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Jains and Sikhs:

In dialogue and collaboration
to renew and to re-~ignite hope in our times

WEDNESDAY 4 JUNE 2025

\ Aula Magna —Pontifical Gregorian University j

"Ciascuno di noi, nel suo piccolo, nel suo stato di vifa, puo essere
serunatore di speranza e di pace' - Papa Francesco

"Each of us in our own small way, in our own particular state of Iife,
can be a sower of seeds of hope and peace” - Pope Francis
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“Buddhisti, cristiani, induisti, gianisti e sikh:

in dialogo e collaborazione
per rinnovare e riaccendere la speranza nei nostri tempi”

09.00 -~ 09.40 - Sessione Inaugurale

Moderatore: Ambrogio Bongiovanni
Direttore del Centro Studi Interreligiosi della Gregoriana-Roma

Accensione della tradizionale lampada indiana (3’)

Discorso di benvenuto
Giuseppe Di Luccio, SJ
Fresidente del Collegium Maximum, Pontificia Universita Gregoriana (57)

Introduzione
S. E.R. Card. George Jacob Koovakad
Prefetto del Dicastero per il Dialogo Interreligioso (7°)

Saluti

e Franco di Maria Jayendranatha
Presidente, Unione Induista Italiana (5°)
e Filippo Scianna
Presidente, Unione Buddhista Italiana (5’)
» Mehool Sanghrajka, MBE
Managing Trustee, Institule of Jainology, London (5°)
e Gursharan Singh
Segretario, Sikhi Sewa Society (5°)



09.40-~ 10.40 1 Sessione

Moderatrice: Elena Dini
Inter-tfaith and Communication Specialist, Roma

« La comprensione della ‘speranza’

-Prospettiva buddhista (10°): Gabriele Piana, Universita di Fisa
-Prospettiva cristiana (10”): Paolo Trianni, Centro Studi Interreligiosi,
Pontificia Universita Gregoriana, Roma
- Prospettiva indu (109): Pinuccia Caracchi, Universita di Torino
- Prospettiva giainista (10°): Vibhuti Mehta, Coordinatrice,

The Jain Education Team, Institute of Jainology, London

- Prospettiva sikh (10°): Bavneet Kaur, Universita Cattolica del Sacro
Cuore, Roma

e Dibattito (10”)

10.40~ 11.00 Coffee/Tea-Break

11.00- 12.50 1I Sessione

Moderatore: Benedict Kanakapally, OCD
Facolta di Missiologia, Fontificia Universita Urbaniana, Koma

« Cause odierne della crisi e del declino della speranza fra la gen-
te: approccio analitico (157)

Shalini Mulackal, PBVM, Coordinatrice, Programma per le Formatrici,
USIG, Roma



» Rinnovare e riaccendere la speranza nei nostri tempi: il ruolo
delle religioni, dei leaders religiosi e dei credenti

~Prospettiva sikh (15%): Ravijit Kaur, Sikhi Sewa Society

-Prospettiva gianista (15°): Marie Héléne Gorisse, Bhagwan Dharmanath
Jain Chair, Universita di Birmingham, Inghilferra

~Prospettiva indu (15%): Svamini Shuddhananda Ghiri, Coordinatrice,
Comumissione Dialogo e Cultura, Unione Induista ltaliana

-Prospettiva cristiana (15°): Virgilio Agostinelli, Vicario Parrocchiale del-
la Concattedrale di Feltre, Diocese di Belluno-Feltre, Italia

-Prospettiva buddhista (15%): Maria Angela Yala, Presidente, Fondazione
Maitreya- Unione Buddhista ltaliana

» Dibattito (207

13.00~ 14.30 Pranzo

14. 30~15.30 III Sessione

Moderatore: Mehool Sanghrajka, MBE, Institute of Jainology, London

» Testimonianze-esperienze concrete (personali e comunitarie) di
trasformare la speranza in pace:

-Condivisione buddhista (107): Silvia Francescon, Kesponsabile Fcologia,

Unione Buddhista Italiana

-Condivisione cristiana (10°): Francesca Flosi, Fondazione MAGIS

~Condivisione indu (10°): Ela Gandhi, Presidente, Mahatma Gandhi De-

velopment Trust, Sudaftrica

~Condivisione giainista (10°): Samani Amal Pragya, Jain Vishwa Bharati,

India

-Condivisione sikh (10°): Manmeet Singh, Mediatore Culfurale per

P’Europa, Mahindra Auto

15.30~ 15.50 Coffee/Tea-Break

15.50-16.20 Intermezzo musicale: Maestro Nicolo Melocchi (Bansuri)
& Maestro Sanjay Kansa Banik (Tabla), a cura dell’UIl



16.25~ 17.50 1V Sessione

Moderatore: Paulin Batairwa Kubuya, SX, Sotfosegretario, Dicastero per il
Dialogo Interreligioso

» Costruire la speranza quale contributo al bene comune: una co-
responsabilita urgente nello spirito della fraternita universale

-Posizione sikh (10°): Jasjit Singh, Universita di Leeds, Inghilferra
-Posizione giainista (10°): Jinesh Sheth, Universita di Birmingham, Inghilterra
-Posizione indu (10°): Brahmakumari Radha Gupta, Brahunakumaris, Roma
-Posizione buddhista (10%): Bhikkuni Dhammadinna, Agama Research
Group Dharma Drum Institute of Liberal Arts, Taiwan& University of California
at Berkley

-Posizione cristiana (10°): Martin R. Ganeri, OP, Direttore, Istituto per le re-
lazioni interreligiose dell’Universita San Tommaso d’Aquino(Angelicumni), Roma

e Dibattito (20"

« Sintesi della Conferenza: punti salienti (15%): Lijo George, Fontificia
Universita Gregoriana, Koma

17.50 ~ 18.00 Sessione conclusiva

Ringraziamenti: Santiago Michael, Dicastero per il Dialogo Interreligioso



‘Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Jains and Sikhs:

in dialogue and collaboration
to renew and to re-ignite hope in our times’

09.00 ~ 09.40 Inaugural Session

Moderator: Ambrogio Bongiovanni
Director, Centre for Interreligious Studies,
Pontitical Gregorian University—Rome

Lighting of traditional Indian oil lamp (3)

Welcome Address
Giuseppe Di Luccio, SJ
President, Collegium Maximum, Pontifical Gregorian University (5°)

Inaugural Address
H. Em. George Jacob Card. Koovakad
Prefect, Dicastery for Interreligious Dialogue (7°)

Greetings

e TFranco di Maria Jayendranatha
President, Unione Induista Italiana (5°)
e Tilippo Scianna
President, Unione Buddhista Italiana (5°)
e Mechool Sanghrajka
Managing Trustee, Institute of Jainology, London (5’)
e Gursharan Singh
Secretary, Sikhi Sewa Sociely (5°)



09.40- 10.40 Session I

Moderator: Elena Dini
Inter-faith and Communication Specialist, Rome

¢ The understanding of ‘hope’

-A Buddhist Perspective (10”): Gabriele Piana, University of Fisa

-A Christian Perspective (10”): Paolo Trianni, Centre for Interreligious
Studies, Fontifical Gregorian University, Rome

-A Hindu Perspective (10”): Pinuccia Caracchi, University of Turin

-A Jain Perspective (10°): Vibhuti Mehta, Coordinator, The Jain Fducation
Team, Institute of Jainology, London

-A Sikh Perspective (10 mts): Bavneet Kaur, Catholic University of the
Sacred Heart, Rome

e Interactions: Questions, Comments, Views (10°)

10.40- 11.00: Coffee/Tea Break

11.00 ~ 12.50 Session II

Moderator: Benedict Kanakappally,OCD
Faculty of Missiology, Pontifical Urbaniana University, Rome

o Causes for the crisis and decline of hope among people in our
times: An Analytical Appraisal (15°)

Shalini Mulackal, PBVM, Coordinator, Formators’ Program
International Union of Superiors General(USIG), Rome



« Renewing and re-igniting hope in our times and the role of reli-
gions, religious leaders and believers:

-A Sikh viewpoint (15°): Ravijit Kaur, Sikhi Sewa Society

-A Jain viewpoint (15°): Marie Héléne Gorisse, Bhagwan Dharmanath Jain
Chair, University of Birmingham, UK

-A Hindu viewpoint (15°): Svamini Shuddhananda Ghiri, Commission for
Dialogue and Culture, Italian Hindu Union

-A Christian viewpoint (15°): Virgilio Agostinelli, Asst. Farish Friest, Co-
Cathedral of Feltre, Diocese of Belluno-Feltre, Italy

-A Buddhist viewpoint (157): Maria Angela Fala, President, Maitreya Foun-
dation-Italian Buddhist Union

o Interactions: Questions, Comments, Views (20°)

13.00- 14.30 hrs Lunch-break

14.30 — 15.30 Session III

Moderator: Mehool Sanghrajka, Institute of Jainology, London

« Testimonies- concrete experiences (personal and communitarian)
of translating hope into Peace:

-A Buddhist sharing (107): Silvia Francescon, Responsible, Ecology Pro-
gram, Ifalian Buddhist Union

-A Christian sharing (107): Francesca Flosi, The Magis Foundation

-A Hindu sharing (10°): Ela Gandhi, Mahatma Gandhi Development Trust,
South Africa

-A Jain sharing (10°): Amala Pragya, Jain Vishwa Bharati Institute, India

-A Sikh sharing (10%): Manmeet Singh: Cultural Mediator for Europe,
Mahindra Automobiles Company

15.30- 15.50: Coffee/Tea Break

15.50- 16.20 hrs Musical Interlude: Flute Maestro Nicolo Melocchi&
Tabla Maestro Sanjay Kansa Banik(courtesy-UII)



16.25~17.50 hrs Session IV

Moderator- Fr. Paulin Batairwa Kubuya, SX,
Under Secretary, Dicastery for Interreljgious Dialogue

* Building Hope as Contribution to the Common Good: An urgent
co-responsibility in the spirit of universal fraternity

-A Sikh Position (10°): Jasjit Singh, University of Leeds

-A Jain Position (10”): Jinesh Sheth, University of Birmingham

-A Hindu Position (10°): Radha Gupta, Brahmakumaris, Rome

-A Buddhist Position (10°): Bhikkuni Dhammadinna, Agama Research
Group Dharma Drum Institufe of Liberal Arts, Taiwan& University of
California at Berkeley

-A Christian Position (10°): Martin R. Ganeri, OP, Director of the Insti-
tute of Inferreligious Relations, Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquii-
nas(Angelicum), Rome

o Interactions: Questions, Comments, Views continued (20)

» Conference Synthesis: Salient Points (15°): Lijo George, Fontifical
Gregorian University, Rone

17.50 ~ 18.00 hrs Concluding Session

Vote of Thanks: Santiago Michael, Dicastery for Interreligious Dialogue



