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leprosy, stuffing toys for orphans, and feeding stray animals—helped her
form the view, that anyone in need, including animals, is worthy of concern.

It was not until she was 21, that Ingrid had thought about animal rights or
vegetarianism. It was in 1970, when she and her husband were living in
the State of Maryland and she was studying to become a stockbroker, a
neighbour abandoned some kittens. Ingrid decided to take them to an
animal shelter. This was a life changing-experience for Ingrid and led to her
first job working on behalf of animals—cleaning kennels and investigating
cruelty cases.

Ingrid's various experiences in that job and later on—made her realize that
there was a need for an organization like PETA.

Since it was founded, PETA has exposed horrific animal abuse in
laboratories, leading to many firsts, including cancelled funding, closed
facilities, seizure of animals, and charges filed by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

 PETA has also closed the largest horse-slaughter operation in North
America,

 convinced dozens of major designers and hundreds of companies to
stop using fur,

 ended all car-crash tests on animals,
 helped schools switch to alternatives to dissection,
 and provided millions of people with information on vegetarianism,
 and countless other issues concerning the animal welfare.

As PETA's president, Ingrid has spoken internationally on animal rights
issues—from the steps of the Canadian Parliament to the streets of New
Delhi and from the drowning tanks of Taiwan to the halls of U.S. Congress.

Ingrid has authored several books and articles on animal rights, ways of

preventing cruelty and loving the animals.

Ingrid Newkirk's biography shows that she is an advocate who remains
committed to the idea that animals are not ours to eat, wear, experiment
on, or use for entertainment but are to be cared for and protected. This
conviction resonates so well with the Jain tenet of all life being
interdependent.

Unfortunately Ingrid cannot be with us today in person to receive the award
but has deputed Ms Mimi Bekheche – the European Director of PETA to
receive the award on her behalf. I request Mimi to come forward and our
Chief Guest Rt Hon Keith Vaz will present the award to her. I also request
the Institute’s Chairman, Nemu Chandaria to come forward.

Thank you
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